ESSAYS ON THE GIT\

a distorted and misplaced sense of the truth that there
is a free Self within us and that the will in Nature is
only a modified and partial reflection of its will,
modified and partial because it lives in the successive
moments of Time and acts by a constant series of
modifications which forget much of their own prec-
edents and are only imperfectly conscious of their
own consequences and aims. But the Will within,
exceeding the moments of Time, knows all these, and
the action of Nature in us is an attempt, we might say,
to work out under the difficult conditions of a natural
and egoistic ignorance what is foreseen in full supra-
mental light by the inner Will and Knowledge.

But a time must come in our progress when we
are ready to open our eyes to the real truth of our
being, and then the error of our egoistic free-will must
fall away from us. The rejection of the idea of egoistic
free-will does not imply a cessation of action, because
Nature is the doer and carries out her action after thL
machinery is dispensed with even as she did before it
came into usage in the process of her evolution. In
the man who has rejected it, it may even be possible
for her to develop a greater action; for his mind ma^
be more aware of all that his nature is by the self-
creation of the past, more aware of the powers that
environ and are working upon it to help or to hinder
its growth, more aware too of the latent greater
possibilities which it contains by virtue of all in it that
is unexpressed, yet capable of expression; and this
mind may be a freer channel for the sanction of the
Purusha to the greater possibilities that it sees and a
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